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(57) ABSTRACT

A Silicon On Insulator current source array includes input
control for receiving a control voltage, a first reference input
for receiving a first reference voltage, and a second reference
input for receiving a second reference voltage. A chain of
several Silicon On Insulator MOS transistors, of the same
type, have control electrodes all connected to the input
control, first conduction electrodes are all connected to the
first reference input, and second conduction electrodes are
respectively connected to the second reference input through
several load circuits respectively configured to be traversed
by several currents when the several transistors are ON upon
application of the control voltage on the input control. An
input bias is coupled to a semiconductor well located below
an insulating buried layer located below the chain of tran-
sistors for receiving a biasing voltage difference.
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1
CURRENT SOURCE ARRAY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to microelectronics and especially to
current sources arrays.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many circuits need an array of current sources, in par-
ticular digital to analog converters (DAC), filters, controlled
amplifiers, controlled oscillators. The conventional current
sources arrays have a large area, are power hungry and have
a design complexity.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment, a current source array is
proposed which offers a lower power consumption, a lower
complexity and a lower area.

According to an embodiment the current source array uses
advantageously a chain of Silicon On Insulator (SOI) tran-
sistors, in particular Ultra Thin Body and Box Fully
Depleted Silicon On Insulator (UTBB FDSOI) transistors,
of the same type (for example NMOS or PMOS transistors)
and the biasing of a back gate (ground plane) through the
resistive path of the underlying semiconductor well to
provide the transistors with different threshold voltages, and
obtaining thus different current values.

According to an aspect, a Silicon On Insulator current
source array, in particular an Ultra Thin Body and Box Fully
Depleted Silicon On Insulator current source array, is pro-
posed which includes input control for receiving a control
voltage, a first reference input for receiving a first reference
voltage, for example ground, and a second reference input
for receiving a second reference voltage, for example power.
A chain of several Silicon On Insulator MOS transistors of
the same type (NMOS or PMOS) and having control elec-
trodes are all connected to the input control, first conduction
electrodes are all connected to the first reference input, and
second conduction electrodes are respectively connected to
the second reference input through several load circuits
(passive or active) respectively configured to be traversed by
several currents when the several transistors are ON upon
application of the control voltage on the input control. And
an input bias is coupled to a semiconductor well located
below an insulating buried layer located below the chain of
transistors for receiving a biasing voltage difference.

Because the transistor bodies are not connected to ground
or power but are coupled to the semiconductor well through
the insulating buried layer (BOX), applying the biasing
voltage difference on the semiconductor well leads to apply
a voltage just under the part of the insulating buried layer
located below the transistors, this voltage being different
from one transistor to another because of the intrinsic
resistive path of the semiconductor well. This changes the
electrostatic control of the transistors and shifts their thresh-
old voltage and permits thus to obtain different current
values. In other word the transistors have a separate body
bias accessible through the intrinsic resistive path of the
semiconductor well.

A vparticularly compact current source array having a
lower power consumption and a lower complexity, can thus
be obtained.

According to an embodiment, the input bias comprises a
first semiconductor contact region for receiving a first bias-
ing voltage and coupled to a first zone of the semiconductor
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well located below the first transistor of the chain, and a
second semiconductor contact region for receiving a second
biasing voltage and coupled to a second zone of the semi-
conductor well located below the last transistor of the chain.
The first and second zones are mutually coupled by a
resistive zone (path) of the semiconductor well extending
between the first and second zones. And the resistive path is
coupled to the bodies of the transistors of the inverting cells
through the insulating buried layer (BOX).

Although it is not necessary, it is preferable that all the
MOS transistors have the same channel width (W) and
channel length (L). This permits in particular an easier
adjustment of the different threshold voltages. It is also
preferable that the space between two transistors of the chain
be the same. This permits to have a constant gradient of
threshold voltages, and thus a constant gradient of current
values. The MOS transistors may be for example LVT (Low
Threshold Voltage) MOS transistors or RVT (Regular
Threshold Voltage) MOS transistors.

According to another aspect an integrated circuit is pro-
posed, comprising a Silicon On Insulator current source
array as defined above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages and features of the embodiments will
appear on reviewing the detailed description of embodi-
ments, these being in no way limiting, and of the appended
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a known
structure of an UTBB FDSOI transistor;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are cross-sectional views illustrating dif-
ferent types of known UTBB FDSOI transistors; and

FIGS. 4 to 7 are schematic diagrams illustrating the
current source array with UTBB FDSOI transistors, of the
same type, and the biasing of a back gate, in accordance with
present embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Particular embodiments of the present embodiments using
the “UTBB FDSOI” technology will be now described. In
FIG. 1, the MOS transistor TR is realized on and above a
Silicon On insulator (SOI) substrate which is here an UTBB
FDSOI substrate. The SOI transistor TR is thus called a
“UTBB FDSOI” transistor. It includes a semiconductor film
region 4 laterally limited by an insulating region 2. An
insulating buried layer 3, known by those skilled in the art
as a “box”, is located below the semiconductor film region
4 and above a supporting substrate 1.

The supporting substrate 1 includes here a semiconductor
well WLL containing a buried electrode 5 which is also
referred to as a “ground plane”. This ground plane 5 is
located below the insulating buried layer 3. Generally, the
ground plane 5 is obtained by a high energy dopant implan-
tation and thus has a dopant profile PRF as illustrated in FI1G.
1. Consequently, the ground plane 5 is more doped than the
remaining part of the well WLL. The well WLL further
comprises a contact region 7 which is more doped than the
underlying part 6 of the well WLL. This contact region
permits to bias the semiconductor well WLL and conse-
quently the ground plane 5 which accordingly acts for the
transistor as a “back gate”. And, as illustrated in FIG. 1, for
realizing this contact region 7, the box 3 has been opened.
The contact region 7 is also laterally limited by the insulat-
ing region 2.
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In an UTBB technology, the thickness of the semicon-
ductor film 4 is about 10 nanometers while the thickness of
the box 3 is about 20 to 30 nanometers. In an UTBB FDSOI
technology, the semiconductor film is further fully depleted,
which means that the doping of the semiconductor film 4 is
the one of the intrinsic semiconductor material, for example
the one of the intrinsic silicon. The source and drain regions
S and D are generally realized by epitaxy above the semi-
conductor film 4. And, conventionally, the MOS transistor
TR comprises an isolated gate region 2 including a gate
material which can comprise metallic layer and/or polysili-
con layer for example.

As illustrated diagrammatically in FIGS. 2 and 3, it is
possible, depending on the type of the well, to have different
families of MOS transistors. More precisely, in FIG. 2, the
PMOS transistor is arranged above a N type well WP within
a P substrate 1 while the NMOS transistor is arranged above
a P type well WN within the substrate 1. Accordingly, such
transistors are so-called RVT transistors, that is, transistors
which have regular threshold voltage. And, in FIG. 2, this
configuration is a standard well and ground plane configu-
ration.

By contrast, in FIG. 3, the configuration is a so-called
“flipped well and ground plane configuration”. More pre-
cisely, the PMOS transistor is arranged above a P type well
WP while the NMOS transistor is arranged above a N type
well WN. Those transistors are thus so-called LVT transis-
tors, that is, transistors which have low threshold voltages.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of an UTBB SOI current
source array SCA according to the present embodiments
which may be incorporated in an integrated circuit IC. More
precisely, the current source array SCA comprises input
control MIN for receiving a control voltage VCL, a first
reference input BN for receiving a reference voltage, here
ground GND, and a second reference input BP for receiving
a second reference voltage, here power voltage Vdd.

The current source array SCA comprises also a chain of
UTBB FDSOI NMOS transistor TN,-TN,. Each control
electrode G;, of a transistor is connected to the input control
MIN. Each transistor TN, has a first conduction electrode S,,
here the source, connected to the first reference input BN
and a second conduction electrode D, here the drain, con-
nected to the second reference input BP through a load
circuit LD, (which can be a passive or an active load). This
load circuit LD, is configured to be traversed by a current I,
when the corresponding transistor TN, is ON upon applica-
tion of the control voltage VCL on the input control means
MIN.

Practically, the value of the control voltage VCL as well
as the value of the threshold voltage VT, of the transistor TN,
are chosen such that the transistor is ON. The control voltage
VCL is greater than the threshold voltage VT, and has
practically a large value.

In the present embodiment, the chain of NMOS transistor
TNi is arranged above a semiconductor well WB. And, the
current source array further comprises an input bias ZCB1,
ZCB2 coupled to the semiconductor well WB for receiving
a biasing voltage difference VC-VD. More precisely, the
input bias comprises a first semiconductor contact region
ZCB1 for receiving the first biasing voltage VC. This
contact region ZCB1 is coupled a first zone of the semicon-
ductor well WE located below the first NMOS transistor
TN, of the chain. The input bias further comprises a second
semiconductor contact region ZCB2 for receiving the sec-
ond biasing voltage VD. This second contact region ZCB2
is coupled to a second zone of the semiconductor well WB
located below the last NMOS transistor TN,, of the chain.
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The first and second zones are mutually coupled by the
resistive zone (path) of the first semiconductor well WB
extending between the first and second zones.

And, in FIG. 4, the resistors RB,-RB,,,, represent the
resistive path of the semiconductor well WB between the
contact zone ZCB1 and contact zone ZCB2. And, coupling
the transistor bodies to the bias network ZCB1-RB,-RB, -
ZCB2 in the circuit layout rather than to power or ground
leads to apply a voltage just under the part of the box below
each NMOS transistor, this voltage being different from one
transistor to another because of the intrinsic resistive path of
the well WB. This changes the electrostatic control of the
transistors and shifts their threshold voltage VT,.

More precisely, the threshold voltage VT of a NMOS
transistor decreases when the body biasing of this transistor
increases from 0 to Vdd in absolute value. For example, in
a 28 nm UTBB-FDSOI technology, the decreasing of the
threshold voltage is about 80 mV/V for thin gate oxide
transistors and about 140 mV/V for thick gate oxide tran-
sistors. Thus, if the VC voltage is the highest voltage, for
example 2 volts, and VD is the lowest voltage, for example
ground, the body biasing of the NMOS transistor TN,
decreases from the first transistor TN, until the last transistor
TN,, because of the resistive path of the semiconductor well
between contact regions ZCB1 and ZCB2. And, each current
1, delivered by the current source array is proportional to
(VCL-VT,). Thus, by changing the value of VT, the value
of each current I, is different.

An example of layout of such a current source array SCA
is illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. More precisely, the NMOS
transistors TN,-TN are arranged on and above the semi-
conductor film region located above the semiconductor well
WE. Holes in the insulating region 2 surrounding the semi-
conductor well WB and in the underlying insulating buried
layer 3 permits to realize the semiconductor contact regions
ZCB1 and ZCB2. Further, the gate region of all the transis-
tors are mutually connected and form a branch GRN. In this
layout, the NMOS transistors have preferably a same chan-
nel width (W) and channel length (L).

As it is well known by those skilled in the art, the
threshold voltage of a MOS transistor depends also on the
length (L) and the width (W). Thus, if all the transistors of
a chain have the same width (W) and length (L), the
adjustment of the different threshold voltages depends only
on the voltage differences applied at the two ends of the
chain.

It may be possible to not have the same width (W) and
length (L) for the transistors of a chain. However, in such a
case, it may be more complicated to adjust the different
threshold voltages. Also, in this embodiment, the space DD
between two transistors is the same. This permits to have a
constant threshold voltage gradient. The NMOS transistors
may be LVT or RVT transistors.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, it is also possible to realize the
current source array SCA with a chain of PMOS transistors
TP,-TP, all arranged on a semiconductor well WA. The
PMOS transistors may be LVT or RVT transistors. The
source S, of the transistor TPi is connected to a power
voltage Vdd while the drain D, of the transistor is connected
to ground through the load circuit LD,.

By analogy with the above description related to NMOS
transistors, the input bias comprises here a first semicon-
ductor contact region ZCA1 for receiving the biasing volt-
age VA. This semiconductor contact region ZCA1 is coupled
to a first zone of the semiconductor well WA located below
the first PMOS transistor TP, of the chain. The input bias
further comprises another semiconductor contact region
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ZCAZ2 for receiving the biasing voltage VB. This semicon-
ductor contact region ZCA2 is coupled a second zone of the
semiconductor well WA located below the last PMOS tran-
sistor P, of the chain.

And, again, these two semiconductor contact regions
ZCA1 and ZCA2 are mutually coupled by the resistive zone
(path) of the second semiconductor well WA between the
first and second zones ZCA1l and ZCA2. And, resistors
RA|-RA | represent the resistive path of the semiconductor
well WA between contact regions ZCA1l and ZCA2.

And, by analogy with the above explanation related to
NMOS transistor, if VA is the highest voltage in absolute
value, for example 2 volts, and VB is the lowest absolute
voltage, for example ground, the first PMOS transistor TP,
will have the highest threshold voltage in absolute value
whereas the last transistor TP, will have the lowest threshold
voltage in absolute value.

The invention claimed is:

1. A Silicon On Insulator (SOI) current source array
comprising:

an input control configured to receive a control voltage;

a first reference input configured to receive a first refer-
ence voltage;

a second reference input configured to receive a second
reference voltage;

aplurality of load circuits coupled to the second reference
input;

a chain of SOI MOS transistors of a same type and each
having a control electrode coupled to the input control,
a first conduction electrode coupled to the first refer-
ence input, and a second conduction electrode coupled
to the second reference input via a respective load
circuit configured to conduct a current when the chain
of SOI MOS transistors are active upon application of
the control voltage on the input control;

an insulating buried layer located below the chain of SOI
MOS transistors;

a semiconductor well located below the insulating buried
layer; and

an input bias circuit coupled to the semiconductor well
located below the insulating buried layer below the
chain of SOI MOS transistors to receive a biasing
voltage, and each transistor body of the chain of SOI
MOS transistors being electrically coupled to the input
bias circuit through the semiconductor well.

2. The SOI current source array according to claim 1,

wherein said input bias circuit comprises:

a first semiconductor contact region to receive a first
biasing voltage and coupled to a first zone of the
semiconductor well located below a first transistor of
the chain;

a second semiconductor contact region to receive a sec-
ond biasing voltage and coupled to a second zone of the
semiconductor well located below a last transistor of
the chain; and

a resistive zone of said semiconductor well extending
between and mutually coupling the first and second
zones.

3. The SOI current source array according to claim 1,
wherein each of the SOI MOS ftransistors have a same
channel width and channel length.

4. The SOI current source array according to claim 1,
wherein a space between two SOI MOS transistors of the
chain of SOI MOS transistors is the same.

5. The SOI current source array according to claim 1,
wherein the chain of SOI MOS transistors comprises a chain
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of Ultra Thin Body and Box Silicon On Insulator (UTBB
FDSOI) transistors to define a UTBB FDSOI current source
array.

6. An integrated circuit comprising:

a Silicon On Insulator (SOI) current source array includ-
ing
an input control configured to receive a control voltage,
a first reference input configured to receive a first

reference voltage,

a second reference input configured to receive a second
reference voltage,

a plurality of load circuits coupled to the second
reference input,

a chain of SOI MOS transistors of the same type and
each having a control electrode coupled to the input
control, a first conduction electrode coupled to the
first reference input, and a second conduction elec-
trode coupled to the second reference input via a
respective load circuit configured to conduct a cur-
rent when the chain of SOI MOS transistors are
active upon application of the control voltage on the
input control,

an insulating buried layer located below the chain of
SOI MOS transistors,

a semiconductor well located below the insulating
buried layer, and

an input bias circuit coupled to the semiconductor well
located below the insulating buried layer below the
chain of SOI MOS transistors to receive a biasing
voltage, and each transistor body of the chain of SOI
MOS transistors being electrically coupled to the
input bias circuit through the semiconductor well.

7. The integrated circuit according to claim 6, wherein
said input bias circuit comprises:

a first semiconductor contact region to receive a first
biasing voltage and coupled to a first zone of the
semiconductor well located below a first transistor of
the chain;

a second semiconductor contact region to receive a sec-
ond biasing voltage and coupled to a second zone of the
semiconductor well located below a last transistor of
the chain; and

a resistive zone of said semiconductor well extending
between and mutually coupling the first and second
zones.

8. The integrated circuit according to claim 6, wherein
each of the SOI MOS transistors have a same channel width
and channel length.

9. The integrated circuit according to claim 6, wherein a
space between two SOI MOS transistors of the chain of the
SOI MOS transistors is the same.

10. The integrated circuit according to claim 6, wherein
the chain of SOI MOS transistors comprises a chain of Ultra
Thin Body and Box Silicon On Insulator (UTBB FDSOI)
transistors to define a UTBB FDSOI current source array.

11. A method of making a Silicon On Insulator (SOI)
current source array, the method comprising:

providing an input control configured to receive a control
voltage, a first reference input configured to receive a
first reference voltage, and a second reference input
configured to receive a second reference voltage;

forming a chain of SOI MOS transistors of the same type
and each having a control electrode coupled to the input
control, a first conduction electrode coupled to the first
reference input, and a second conduction electrode
coupled to the second reference input via a respective
load circuit configured to conduct a current when the
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chain of SOI MOS transistors are active upon applica- a second semiconductor contact region to receive a sec-

tion of the control voltage on the input control; ond biasing voltage and coupled to a second zone of the
forming an insulating buried layer below the chain of SOI semiconductor well located below a last transistor of

MOS transistors; thg chain; and . . .
forming a semiconductor well located below the insulat- 5 @ resistive zone of said semiconductor well extending

ing buried layer; and between and mutually coupling the first and second
coupling an input bias circuit to the semiconductor well zones. . ) ]

located below the insulating buried layer below the 13. The method according to claim 11, wherein each of

chain of SOI MOS transistors to receive a biasing the SOI MOS transistors have a same channel width and

voltage, and each transistor body of the chain of SOI 10 Chianfilléengthh d i laim 11. wherei

MOS transistors being electrically coupled to the input - he method according to claim 11, wherem a space

bias circuit through the semiconductor well. between two SOI. MOS transistors of the chain of the SOI
12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the input MOS transistors is the same. . . .

bias circuit comprises: 15. The method according to claim 11, wherein the chain

a first semiconductor contact region to receive a first 15 of SOI MOS trap;istors comprises a chain of Ultra Thin
biasing voltage and coupled to a first zone of the Body and Box Silicon On Insulator (UTBB FDSOI) tran-
semiconductor well located below a first transistor of sistors to define a UTBB FDSOI current source array.
the chain; ® ook ok k%



